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IRS offers tax relief for Michigan storm and Utah 

earthquake victims 
The IRS issued a release providing tax relief for taxpayers affected by severe storms and flooding that 
began in Michigan on May 16, 2020, and for taxpayers who were affected by the earthquake and 
aftershocks that began in Utah on March 18, 2020. 

Michigan storms and flooding 

The IRS release—MI-2020-01 (July 24, 2020)—explains that following the disaster declaration for 
individual assistance issued by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), taxpayers 
affected by the storms in certain areas will be eligible for certain tax relief. Individuals who reside or 
have a business in Arenac, Gladwin, Iosco, Midland, and Saginaw counties may qualify for tax relief 
(including postponed deadlines and additional time to file returns). The available tax relief includes 
certain postponed deadlines—including certain deadlines falling on or after May 16, 2020, and before 
October 15, 2020—for taxpayers who reside or have a business in the disaster area. These taxpayers 
will be eligible for additional time to file or to make other time-sensitive actions through October 15, 
2020. The IRS release concludes that if an affected taxpayer receives a late-filing or late-payment 
penalty notice from the IRS that has an original or extended filing, payment or deposit due date that 
falls within the postponement period, the taxpayer is directed to call the telephone number on the 
notice to have the IRS abate the penalty. 

Utah earthquake 

The IRS release—UT-2020-01 (July 24, 2020)—states affected taxpayers in Davis and Salt Lake 
counties may qualify for tax relief. The available tax relief includes certain postponed deadlines for 
taxpayers who reside or have a business in the disaster area—including certain deadlines falling on or 
after March 18, 2020, and before July 31, 2020. These taxpayers are allowed additional time to file 
through July 31, 2020. This includes 2019 individual and business returns that, due to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic, were due on July 15, 2020. Affected taxpayers will have until July 31, 2020, to 
make 2019 IRA contributions. The IRS release concludes that if an affected taxpayer receives a late-
filing or late-payment penalty notice from the IRS that has an original or extended filing, payment or 
deposit due date that falls within the postponement period, the taxpayer is directed to call the 
telephone number on the notice to have the IRS abate the penalty. 
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