
 
 
© 2020 KPMG LLP, a Delaware limited liability partnership and the U.S. member firm of the KPMG network of independent member firms affiliated with KPMG 
International Cooperative (“KPMG International”), a Swiss entity. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. The KPMG name and logo are registered trademarks or 
trademarks of KPMG International. 829426 

TaxNewsFlash 
United States 

No. 2020-270 
April 29, 2020 

Extension of healthcare, health plan coverage, 

employee benefit plan timeframes (COVID-19) 
 
The IRS and Employee Benefits Security Administration (U.S. Labor Department) have jointly issued a 
final rule to extend certain timeframes concerning participants’ rights to healthcare coverage, 
portability, and continuation of group health plan coverage under COBRA, and to extend the time for 
plan participants to file or perfect benefit claims or appeals of denied claims. The extensions are 
provided as relief measures in response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 
 
These extensions provide participants and beneficiaries of employee benefit plans additional time to 
make health coverage and other decisions affecting their benefits during the COVID-19 outbreak.  
 
The final rule is intended to minimize the possibility of individuals losing benefits because of a failure to 
comply with certain pre-established timeframes. Similarly, the final rule recognizes that affected group 
health plans may have difficulty in complying with certain notice obligations. 
 
Read the final rule [PDF 129 KB] that includes examples of application of the relief measures. 
 
Text of the final rule was posted in advance of publication in the Federal Register on the Labor 
Department’s website and includes the following statement: 
 

This final rule has been submitted to the Office of the Federal Register (OFR) for publication, and 
will be placed on public inspection at the OFR and published in the Federal Register. This version 
of the final rule may vary slightly from the published document if minor technical or formatting 
changes are made during the OFR review process. Only the version published in the Federal 
Register is the official final rule. 

 
 
The information contained in TaxNewsFlash is not intended to be "written advice concerning one or more Federal tax matters" 
subject to the requirements of section 10.37(a)(2) of Treasury Department Circular 230, as the content of this document is 
issued for general informational purposes only, is intended to enhance the reader’s knowledge on the matters addressed 
therein, and is not intended to be applied to any specific reader’s particular set of facts. Although we endeavor to provide 
accurate and timely information, there can be no guarantee that such information is accurate as of the date it is received or that it 
will continue to be accurate in the future. Applicability of the information to specific situations should be determined through 
consultation with your tax adviser. 

https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/ebsa/temporary-postings/covid-19-final-rule.pdf
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