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IRS adds to FAQs on postponed tax return fi l ing, paying 

deadlines  

The IRS today updated a list of “frequently asked questions” (FAQs) concerning the postponed 
deadlines for filing federal income tax returns and paying federal taxes in response to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic.  
 
The FAQs—originally posted on March 24, 2020, shortly after the IRS issued in Notice 2020-18—were 
subsequently updated to reflect guidance included in Notice 2020-20 and Notice 2020-23 that amplified 
the guidance from Notice 2020-18. Read TaxNewsFlash that includes text of the FAQs (as of April 23, 
2020). 
 
Today’s update to the FAQs (updated April 28, 2020) includes this new information (note that the FAQs 
are not numbered in today’s update): 
 

Q. How does this notice operate with the Tax Court case of Guralnik v. Commissioner, 146 T.C. 
230 (2016), which applied Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 6(a)(3)(A) to provide additional time for 
the filing of a petition when  the clerk’s office was closed due to a snow emergency?  Does the 
taxpayer get the benefit of both periods? (added April 27, 2020) 

A. Yes, a taxpayer will get the benefit of both periods.  For example, if the last day for filing a 
petition fell on March 19, 2020, the date that the Tax Court closed, the taxpayer will get the benefit 
of Guralnik from March 19, 2020 and the benefit of this notice from April 1, 2020 until July 15, 
2020.  If the court were to reopen before the expiration of the notice postponement period, the 
taxpayer will get the benefit of the postponement until July 15, 2020.  If the court reopens after 
the notice postponement period (that is, after July 15, 2020), the due date for the taxpayer’s 
petition is extended to the Tax Court’s reopening date under Guralnik and the relief under Notice 
2020-23 does not apply. 

 
 
The information contained in TaxNewsFlash is not intended to be "written advice concerning one or more Federal tax matters" 
subject to the requirements of section 10.37(a)(2) of Treasury Department Circular 230, as the content of this document is 
issued for general informational purposes only, is intended to enhance the reader’s knowledge on the matters addressed 
therein, and is not intended to be applied to any specific reader’s particular set of facts. Although we endeavor to provide 
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accurate and timely information, there can be no guarantee that such information is accurate as of the date it is received or that it 
will continue to be accurate in the future. Applicability of the information to specific situations should be determined through 
consultation with your tax adviser. 
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