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IRS revises EIN application process 
 
The IRS today announced that effective May 13, 2019, only individuals with tax identification numbers 
may request an Employer Identification Number (EIN) as the “responsible party” on the application. An 
EIN is a nine-digit tax identification number assigned to sole proprietors, corporations, partnerships, 
estates, trusts, employee retirement plans and other entities for tax filing and reporting purposes.  
 
As noted in today’s release—IR-2019-58 (March 27, 2019)—entities will not be able to use their own 
EINs to obtain additional EINs. The new requirement will apply to both the paper Form SS-4, 
Application for Employer Identification Number, and online EIN application. By making this 
announcement weeks in advance, the IRS anticipates entities and their representatives will have time 
to identify the proper responsible official to comply with the new policy. 
 
There is no change for tax professionals who may act as third-party designees for entities and 
complete the paper or online applications on behalf of clients. 
 
The new requirement is intended to provide greater security to the EIN process by requiring an 
individual to be the responsible party and improve transparency. If there are changes to the responsible 
party, the entity can change the responsible official designation by completing Form 8822-B, Change of 
Address or Responsible Party. Form 8822-B must be filed within 60 days of a change. 
 
Background 
 
Individuals named as a responsible party must have either a Social Security number (SSN) or an 
individual taxpayer identification number (ITIN). The Form SS-4 Instructions provide a detailed 
explanation of who is the responsible party for various types of entities. Generally, the responsible 
party is the person who ultimately owns or controls the entity or who exercises ultimate effective 
control over the entity. In situations when more than one person meets that definition, the entity may 
decide which individual will be the responsible party.  Governmental entities (federal, state, local and 
tribal) are exempt from the responsible party requirement. 
 
 
 
The information contained in TaxNewsFlash is not intended to be "written advice concerning one or more Federal tax matters" 
subject to the requirements of section 10.37(a)(2) of Treasury Department Circular 230, as the content of this document is 
issued for general informational purposes only, is intended to enhance the reader’s knowledge on the matters addressed 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USIRS/bulletins/239ddc0?reqfrom=share
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therein, and is not intended to be applied to any specific reader’s particular set of facts. Although we endeavor to provide 
accurate and timely information, there can be no guarantee that such information is accurate as of the date it is received or that it 
will continue to be accurate in the future. Applicability of the information to specific situations should be determined through 
consultation with your tax adviser. 

KPMG International is a Swiss cooperative that serves as a coordinating entity for a network of independent member firms. 
KPMG International provides no audit or other client services. Such services are provided solely by member firms in their 
respective geographic areas. KPMG International and its member firms are legally distinct and separate entities. They are not and 
nothing contained herein shall be construed to place these entities in the relationship of parents, subsidiaries, agents, partners, 
or joint venturers. No member firm has any authority (actual, apparent, implied or otherwise) to obligate or bind KPMG 
International or any member firm in any manner whatsoever. 
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