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Charitable foundations make an important contribution to
society, with almost 13,000 such organizations enriching
Switzerland's cultural, social and science scene. Liberal legal
and fiscal conditions make Switzerland a model location for
foundations in Europe and recent decades have seen a steady
process of professionalization in the foundation sector. In turn,
the requirements of foundation board members and
employees have also increased.

Foundations today face wide-ranging tax and legal
challenges as well as governance questions. Regulatory
pressure is intensifying as society and the media
increasingly demand transparency on foundations’
costs, efficiency and the impact of their tax-exempt
activities. At the same time, topics such as board
member liability and compensation have become the
subject of public debate in recent years.
KPMG has close links to the foundation sector and is
highly familiar with its challenges. We keep pace with
developments and trends in the non-profit sector and
follow the activities of relevant stakeholder groups.
As part of a multidisciplinary and international network,
KPMG’s specialists have vast sector expertise and many
years’ experience in advising foundations and their
beneficiaries.
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Taylor-made support
We work directly with foundations’ beneficiaries, board
members, managers and employees. Offering
comprehensive, tailored services, we support you from
conception to incorporation and are on hand to advise as
topics emerge over the lifecycle of your foundation.
Get your idea off the ground
We advise you on the process of selecting the
appropriate (legal) form (foundation, association,
donation, umbrella foundation, etc.) to realize your
philanthropic aims and inform you on the different ways
of designing a foundation (for example in the form of an
asset-consuming foundation).
We can also show you the different options available for
incorporating the foundation in your family’s estate and
succession planning.

Set up your foundation
We support you in drafting the documents (foundation
deed, investment regulations, other regulations)
required to set up your foundation, taking into account
the legal and tax requirements for charitable status.
We can also help you negotiate with the tax and
supervisory authorities, obtain rulings and take care of
formalities with the commercial register.
Manage your organization
We advise you on ongoing administration of your
foundation and help you keep on top of the
complexities of daily business. Besides our advisory
expertise in foundation law, we offer qualified advice in
all legal areas, including, but not limited, to contract,

employment, real estate, data protection, inheritance
and tax law.
Amend your bylaws and/or regulations
You may on occasion need to amend your bylaws and/
or regulations to reflect changes to the law or your
organizational structure. We can advise you in making
these changes. We will also present them to the
supervisory authorities for preliminary assessment.
Reorganize your foundation
We can advise and support you if you are planning to
change the purpose and/or organization of your
foundation, or if you are thinking of merging or liquidate
your foundation.
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