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Approximately half (53%) of industry leaders surveyed in 
the UAE are optimistic, expecting 6-10% growth in the 
next year. Professionals are, however, clearly divided as to 
whether companies are delivering projects on time and 
within budget. Time (44%) and cost (44%) overruns rank as 
the top hurdles facing capital construction projects. 

When it comes to improving overall industry performance, 
professionals cite “people” (42%) as the most important pillar. 
With respect to controlling the human element of project 
delivery (i.e., creating a transparent and risk-free environment, 
etc.), training programs (94%) were the most common approach.

Nearly all construction industry leaders surveyed expect 
the use of data analytics and predictive modeling to play 
an important role in the next five years, and digital modular 
fabrication within the next ten years. Overall, integrated 
project management systems (63%) are expected to 
deliver the greatest return on investment.
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Within ten years, which of the following technologies will be implemented?

Which technology has the potential to deliver the greatest overall return 
on investment?
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you taken to controlling 
the human aspect of 
project delivery?
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Has the industry reached an 
acceptable level of performance in 
delivery of capital projects on time 
and within budget?
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ABOUT THE GLOBAL 
CONSTRUCTION SURVEY
Running annually since 2005, this year’s 
global report examines the perspectives of 
senior executives from 223 engineering and 
construction companies, as well as project 
owners from a variety of sectors. Industry 
performance is assessed across three pillars 
– governance and controls, people, and 
technology and innovation. 

This country snapshot provides 
insights from UAE-based 
industry leaders on some of 
the key topics affecting the 
construction sector today.

What are the top challenges related to capital construction projects? 
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KPMG Lower Gulf Limited provides 
audit, tax and advisory services 
to a broad range of domestic and 
international clients across all sectors 
of business and the economy. We 
work closely with our clients, assisting 
them mitigate risks and highlighting 
opportunities. Established in 1973, 
KPMG Lower Gulf Limited now employs 
approximately 1,300 staff, including 
more than 100 partners and directors, 
across six offices in the United Arab 
Emirates and Oman.
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