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The UAE is boosted by 
good road quality and high 
consumer opinion of AVs, but 
does less well on data-sharing, 
AV businesses and patents.

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
moves up one place relative to the 
other countries in the AVRI because 
it has outpaced other countries in the 
consumer acceptance pillar, with the 
third most-positive consumer opinions 
of AVs. It leads the measures on road 
quality and the change readiness of 
its technology infrastructure, and also 
scores highly for its government’s 
overall change readiness. It scores 
less well on data-sharing, AV company 
headquarters and AV-related patents.

Dubai, the UAE’s largest city, aims to 
make 25 percent of all transportation 
autonomous by 2030, based on a 
strategy launched in 2016 that focuses 
on environmental and efficiency 
improvements and is expected to 
generate AED22 billion ($US6 billion) 
annually.65 In September 2016, Dubai’s 
Road and Transport Authority trialled an 
AV shuttle on a 700m route, offering 
free rides to commuters.66

Other technology initiatives by Dubai 
may contribute to these ambitions. 
In October 2018, it announced the 
launch of a government-endorsed 
blockchain platform, using technology 
from IBM, as part of a move towards 

making its government paperless by 
2021.67 Dubai aims to run “all applicable 
government transactions” through 
blockchain, a decentralized system 
that uses encryption to make data 
entered permanent and unalterable, 
which can be used for ‘smart contracts’ 
that automate transactions between 
multiple parties. Such contracts could 
be used by AV operators to handle 
payments for charging or selling data 
generated by vehicles.

“With Dubai’s enthusiasm for 
technological innovations, in particular 
its forays into artificial intelligence and 
blockchain, the UAE is well-positioned 
to do even better in the future,” says 
Ravi Suri, Partner, Global Head of 
Infrastructure Finance, KPMG in the 
Lower Gulf. “These are technologies that 
should enable the introduction of AVs.” 

Newly built Masdar City, in Abu Dhabi 
in the UAE, has transported more than 
two million people on its Personal 
Rapid Transit driverless pods since 
2010, running on special guideways. 
In October 2018, the city launched a 
regular AV minibus service, with plans 
to launch seven more in 2019.68
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  With Dubai’s enthusiasm 
for technological 
innovations, in particular 
its forays into artificial 
intelligence and 
blockchain, the UAE is 
well-positioned to do 
even better in the future. 
These are technologies 
that should enable the 
introduction of AVs. 

— Ravi Suri 
Partner, Global Head of  
Infrastructure Finance,  

KPMG in the Lower Gulf
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